
Venice-Nokomis Woman’s Club 

General Meeting 

Venice Community Center 

September 13, 2018 

 

President Ann Shoup Called the General Meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  The meeting began with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and the Reading of the Collect.  Ann opened the meeting with a change in order to the agenda and 

acknowledged the refreshment chair, Debi Wolfe, for the refreshments and drinks (bottled water, tea). 

 

Guest presenter Laura Dean, Runjuk Productions was introduced by Kathy Stankard, Communication Committee 

Chair.  Ms. Dean has completed the initial website redesign which was conducted over the summer months.   The new 

website was displayed via overhead presentation with Laura highlighting some of the new enhancements.    

 

The website has a public presence for promoting our organization and brand throughout the community.    A quick 

navigation through the various sections was provided, including history about the organization, our mission, who we 

support, efforts we have participated in, upcoming meeting information, and how to contact us.   

 

The “Members Page” section will host monthly minutes, bulletins, treasurer’s reports, bylaws, and policies and 

procedures.   Login credentials – VNWC1926 – was provided to the members.  Photos, articles and all things VNWC were 

requested by Laura to be added to the website.  

 

Program “An Introduction to our New Standing Committees” 

 

Communications - Kathy Stankard, Chair, reviewed the need for help with the communication committee.  Whether it is 

blogging, taking photos of events, even small help is greatly appreciated.   

 

Governance – Aimee Holmes, Chair, shared that the Governance Committee is responsible for the review and updates 

to the Bylaws and Policies and Procedures documents.   The Governance Committee routinely reviews regulatory changes 

based on technical guidance from the IRS and State of Florida.   

 

Finance – Dewaine Smith, Chair, shared the goals of the finance committee with the general membership.  The Finance 

Committee shall provide oversight for all investments, operating budget, and monitor accountability of financial policies 

which include:  Development of an annual operating budget with committee members, Budget approval with the finance 

committee,  Set long term goals for corporate gifting,  Financial oversight for Civic Awards, Scholarships, Investment and 

Budget,  Responsible for financial review of insurance contracts, filings, annual audit,  Timely reporting of financial 

findings and recommendations to the Board. 

PPR/Outreach – Tricia Cook, Chair, reviewed our club’s activities relating to Public Relations and the various Outreach 

efforts.  The primary public relations opportunity for our organization this year is the support for the new Venice Library.  

Throughout the next few months until the library is open, multiple articles and interviews will be conducted, all 

showcasing the Venice-Nokomis Woman’s Club’s support of our library.  

 

Specific outreach efforts:   

- Aimee Holmes is chair for the Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build scheduled for Tuesday, October 23rd 

- Liz Mazzu is the chair for TWIG (The Way to Inspire and Give)   

- Laura Hester and Gayle Mathys are co-chairs for the Venice Holiday Parade on Saturday, Nov 24th 

- Karen Troyan is our point of contact for the Salvation Army Angel Tree.  The Salvation Army needs bell ringers 

for the upcoming holiday season. 

- Tricia Cook is our point of contact for Backpack Angels and Family Promise 

- VABI Tree Lighting, December 8th from 6:00 – 8:00 pm needs a chairperson 

- Senior Outreach – Lise Mills and Carolyn Bach continue to support our adopted seniors at the former Summit 

House until Jane Gilligan, chair, returns in October.   

 

Contact the specific chair persons should you have questions or wish to be part of the effort activities, 
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Business Meeting 

 

Minutes from the May 10th General Meeting have been posted to the VNWC website for review.  No comments or 

requests for changes had been made.  Jean Trammell made a Motion to approve the minutes as written; it was 

seconded by Aimee Holmes.  By member vote, the Minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Debra Wright informed the members that the annual IRS 990 tax return filing was completed.  

The May, June and July 2018 Treasurer’s Reports had all been approved by the Board of Directors throughout the 

summer months (non-meeting months).  The August and September 2018 Treasurer’s Reports will be posted to the 

VNWC website in the “Member’s Page” section, which requires member login.  Debra requested that both reports be up 

for approval at the October 2018 general meeting. 

 

1st Vice President/Membership:  Lorraine Finizio informed the membership that we currently have 93 members.  

The following new members were inducted at this meeting: 

 

  Bonnie Burkhalter  Pam Gabana  Jo Mathey 

  Bernie Novicki   Linda O’Brien  Dee Greer 

 

Welcome ladies! 

New Member Handbooks were distributed at the front door prior to the meeting.  Membership handbooks will be available 

at each meeting. 

 

Friendship Gift bags were placed on each table for all members.  Inside were items, description of what each item 

represented and messages of fellowship and caring. 

 

2nd Vice President/Programs and Hospitality:  Aimee Holmes reviewed the upcoming meeting programs for the 

2018 year.  The October program will be dedicated to the Tidewell Honors Program and Pinning Demonstration.  Tidewell 

Honors is our selected charity for the November 3rd Fundraising event. For November, the program will highlight the 

Salvation Army Angel Tree presented by Karen Troyan and a Literacy Presentation.  The December Holiday Gala 

Luncheon theme will “Boots and BBQ” and a Elephant Gift Exchange.  

 

Director at Large/Fundraisers and Special Events:  Lise Mills announced that the 1st Fundraising event for 2018-

2019 year will be held on November 3, 2018 at the Paradise Grill at US-41 and Laurel Road from 8:30 – 10:30.   This is 

the 4th breakfast the Venice-Nokomis Woman’s Club has held.   

 

As in previous years, lots of volunteers are needed to support the effort, including bartending, taking food orders, serving 

drinks, replenishing silverware & napkins, seating guests, manning the raffle basket area, collecting tickets, etc.  Lise has 

recruited many members, veterans, Tidewell associates and the Venice High School girls’ soccer team. 

 

Tickets are available and cost $12.00 per person, $10.00 for veterans.  The theme is red, white and blue (supporting our 

veterans).  Members who are helping at the breakfast are asked to wear their club shirt (pink, which is sort of red).  Lise 

confirmed that we will be asking for canned goods at the event to support the South County Food Bank.   

 

50/50:  $99.00 was collected.  Chris Babione called the three winning numbers. $25.00 1st place, $12.50 2nd place and 

$12.00 3rd place cash prizes were given. 

 

Adjournment:  Ann Shoup requested motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was made by Janice D’Amico.  Before 

the motion was seconded, a question from the membership was presented.  Mary Lou Belisle asked a question 

regarding the change in policy for general membership approval on checks $1,000 or more.  Also, the status of the Big 

Sister Program was mentioned.   Cindy McClanahan asked why the board meetings were closed.  Further discussion 

occurred. Janice restated her motion to adjourn. It  was 2nd by Kathy Price.  

 

 

 

 
Debra Wright | September 23, 2018 


